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natural order of things. For that reason political efforts in this
direction will always meet with approval in many quarters. A
genuine agreement could, indeed, have guaranteed world peace
for a long time to come. It is but a small step to the inference that
the present German regime should not be allowed to be a
hindrance to such an agreement. What is the difference between
one German regime and another? They are not all attractive.
They all contain difficult elements. Common sense demands that
we should work upon things as they are and not wait for the things
we should like to see. We must take the Germans as they are, and
not fall into the same mistake as in 1918, when the victor Powers
insisted on a democratic regime, which, as time went on, proved
unable to prevent Germany's retrogression to the old unfreedom
and authoritarianism. At present the path is blocked for such
ideas by resentment at the action of France in concluding, after all
that has happened, an agreement with Germany which, if it had
been concluded earlier by Britain, might have preserved peace in
Europe.
Was such a pact really a possibility at any time? I have been
playing here the part, more or less, of the devil's advocate; it is
important, therefore, that I should now say definitely that any
agreement made before the war with the present German regime
would have meant the certain destruction of the British Empire;
and the same would be true of any agreement made at present.
That destruction is the corner-stone of Hitler's political schemes.
It is astonishing how little imagination most politicians bring to
the task of entering into their opponent's mind, though the very-
first requisite for effectively anticipating his decisions is the
ability to put themselves in his place. If a thing has never
happened before they tend to regard it as impossible; and if it is
palpably in front of their very noses they will absolutely refuse
to credit it because it is too simple and obvious. The elements
of the coming political warfare are as plain as those which
brought about the fall of France. The same trick works again
and again: the personalities who are treading the path to
destruction remain completely blind to the way they are being
led, the way they are passing on ideas and phrases which have